Town of __________

Ordinance # _____

Ordinance Regulating Use of Railroad Locomotive Horns

Railroad-Street Grade Crossing Warning Signs and Signals; Audible Warnings; Exercise of Reasonable Care; Blocking Streets During Darkness

(1) Every railroad company shall exercise reasonable care for the safety of pedestrians and motorists when using track that crosses a street at grade and shall be responsible for erecting and maintaining crossbuck grade crossing warning signs in accordance with the uniform system of traffic control devices adopted by the State of _____. Such crossbuck signs shall be erected and maintained at all public or private railroad-street grade crossings.

(2) Advance railroad warning signs and pavement markings shall be installed and maintained at public railroad-street grade crossing in accordance with the uniform system of traffic control devices adopted by the State of _____ and any other governmental entity having jurisdiction over or maintenance responsibility for the street. All persons approaching a railroad-street grade crossing shall exercise reasonable care for their own safety and for the safety of railroad train crews and equipment.

(3) The maximum speed limit for trains operating between ______ and _____ shall not exceed ten (10) miles per hour. An Event Waiver to this rule may be requested from the Town of ______ Board of Commissioners, in writing, for special operations and unusual conditions. Failure to obtain this Event Waiver, in writing, in advance of the special operation or unusual condition shall constitute a violation of this ordinance.

(4) Railroad trains operating between ____ and ______ during the hours _:00 p.m. until _:00 a.m. shall not sound the locomotive horn or whistle. If a warning of impending movement of the train shall be required to alert crew, pedestrians or motorists, sounding of the locomotive’s bell is permitted. The locomotive horn may only be sounded in case of emergency to avoid loss of life or serious personal injury.

(5) Whenever a railroad train engages in a switching operation, or stops so as to block a public street, from one-half hour before sunset to one-half hour before sunrise, the crew of the railroad train shall cause to be placed a lighted fusee or other visual night time signal on each side of the train upon or at the edge of a street when not protected by lighted crossing signals.

(6) Streets may not be blocked for a period exceeding fifteen (15) minutes.

(7) Each member of any crew that violates any provision of this ordinance is individually subject to a $200 fine for each occurrence. Each occurrence is a separate violation.

Adopted by action of the Town of _____ Board of Commissioners, in regular session on

this date _____________________________.

_______________________________                              __________________________
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